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If the French Communists were still smarting
under the fiasco of June 12, they must have exulted
that the adversary had been delivered into their
hands through an incident occurring just as news
of the stay-in strike began to vanish from the daily
papers. Elections of the previous February in
Spain had brought to power its own Leftist alliance,
the rule of which was signalized by rapid changes of
ministry, with incessant riots and assassinations.
On July 19, ce for serious political reasons/' com-
munication with Madrid was cut off. The next day
it became known that a military insurrection, led
by General Franco, was in control of Spanish
Morocco, and that rebel transports were crossing
the Straits of Gibraltar from Africa. On July 26
the Frente popular appealed confidently to the Front
Populaire for supplies of arms. An affirmative
response would have been impregnably legal under
international usage, since the Madrid regime was
the officially constituted government of Spain. To
the consternation of all his followers except the
Radicals, Premier Blum returned a downright
refusal. Communists and labour leaders burst into
passionate revolt. Their fury redoubled on July 30
when two vessels of a squadron of armed Italian
aeroplanes, bound for Spanish Morocco, landed by
mistake in Algiers and were seized by the French
authorities. Thereupon the veteran discipline of
the Socialist Party was strained to the snapping-
point. The Prime Minister's own newspaper turned
upon him ; each morning Le Populaire vied with
VHumanitt in headlines screaming for intervention.